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Abstract: Every student has their own unique learning style. Knowledge of one’s learning styles can be used 
to increase self-awareness about their strengths and weaknesses as student. Sometimes the learning styles 
may affected by some external factors like economic condition. This research is a comparative study of 
learning styles of students on the basis of their economic condition. In this research paper as sample we 
have taken 10 students which are BPL (Below Poverty Line)  and 10 students which are APL (Above Poverty 
Line) of the age group 14-21 years of four cities from Nainital District (Haldwani, Ramnagar, Nainital, and 
Kaladhungi). We used Learning Style Inventory (by- K. S. Mishra) to collect data. In the study, the result 
rejects our hypothesis that there will be a significant impact of economic condition of students on the 
learning of students. 
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Introduction: 
         Learning is the act of acquiring new, or 
modifying and reinforcing, existing knowledge, 
behaviours, skills , values or prefences and may 
involve synthesizing different types of information. 
The ability to learn is possessed by humans, 
animals, plants and some machines. Progress over 
time tends to follow a learning curve. It does not 
happen all at once, but builds upon and is shaped 
by previous knowledge. To that end, learning may 
be viewed as a process, rather than a collection of 
factual and procedural knowledge. Learning 
produces changes in the organism and the changes 
produced are relatively permanent. 
          Learning style is an individual's mode of 
gaining knowledge, its a preferred or best method. 
Learning style is an individual's unique approach to 
learning based on strengths, weaknesses, and 
preferences. Preferred learning styles guide the way 
persons learn. The term “learning styles” speaks to 
the understanding that every student learns 
differently. Technically, an individual’s learning 
style refers to the preferential way in which the 
student absorbs, processes, comprehends and 
retains information. For example, when learning 
how to build a clock, some students understand the 
process by following verbal instructions, while 
others have to physically manipulate the clock 
themselves. 
     According to Stahl (2002) it has been an utter 
failure to find that assessing children’s learning 
styles and matching them to instructional methods 
has any effect on their learning. 
      Keefe (1979) defines learning styles as the 
“composite of characteristics cognitive, efeective 
and physiological factors that serve as relatively 
stable indicators of how a learner perceives, 
interacts with and responds to the learning 
environment.” 
       Cook examined the effectiveness of adapting 
Web-based learning modules to a given learner's 
style.
 
The investigators created 2 versions of a 
Web-based instructional module on 
complementary and alternative medications. One 
version of the modules directed the learner to 
“active” questions that provided learners 
immediate and comprehensive feedback, while 
the other version involved “reflective” questions 
that directed learners back to the case content for 
answers. Eighty-nine residents were randomly 
matched or mismatched based on their active-
reflective learning styles (as determined by ILS) 
to either the “active” or “reflective” test version. 
Posttest scores for either question type among 
mismatched subjects did not differ significantly 
(p = 0.97), suggesting no interaction between 
learning styles and question types. The authors 
concluded from this small study that learning 
styles had no influence on learning outcomes. 
The study was limited in its lack of assessment of 
baseline knowledge, motivation, or other 
characteristics. Also, the difficulty of the 
assessment may not have been sufficient enough 
to distinguish a difference and/or “mismatched” 
learners may have automatically adapted to the 
information they received regardless of type. 
 
A Comparative Study of Learning Styles of Students on the basis of their economic condition  
 
Asian Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies, 5(2) February, 2017 93 
Hypothesis: There will be a significant impact of 
economic condition of students on the learning of 
students. 
Method:  
            Sample: The sample of the present study 
consisted of 10 BPL ( Below Poverty Line) and 10 
APL (Above Poverty Line). 
The age group of the samples is 14-21 years. 
Tools:  
           We used Learning Style Inventory of K. S. 
Mishra. This scale comprises of 42 items related to 
six types of learning styles- Enactive 
Reproducing(ER), Enactive Constructive (EC), 
Figural Reproducing (FR), Figural Constructive 
(FC), Verbal Reproducing (VR), Verbal 
Constructive (VC), each has seven items in the 
scale. To fill the scale students can use pen or 
pencil. There are five responses, they are –“Very 
much, Much, Normal, Less and Very Less”. 
Resposes were scored by awarding a score of “5, 4, 
3, 2 and 1” respectively. 
Result: 
t-test was used to assess comparison between the 
Learning Styles of BPL students and APL students, 
results are shown in the tables: 
Table 1: Comparison of Learning Style of BPL 
Students and APL Students 
Category No. of Sample Mean 
BPL 10 145.80 
APL 10 160 
 df = 18 , Value of df on .05=  .1751  , 
Value of df on .01= .161, t= 1.4116 
The mean score of BPL Students and APL Students 
145.80 and 160 respectively and the t score 
(1.4116) is higher on both values .17 on level .05 
and on value of .161 on level of .01.  It means our 
hypotheis rejected, which is, there will be a 
significant impact of economic condition of 
students on the learning of students. 
Discussion:  
                 An overall of the result suggests that 
there is no significant impact of economic 
condition of students on the learning of students. 
Students are not get affected by the different 
economic level. BPL students’ learning styles 
remain unaffected by their poverty level. They 
show their strong learning-desire even in adverse 
situation. People think that learning style of 
students get affected by their economic level. But 
always its not true. It depends on our beliefs and 
desires. In India, there are people who became as 
big as their dreams and made their luck themselves. 
They came from nowhere, overcame all odds 
through hard work and self-belief and created an 
unimaginable benchmark. Their stories have been 
an inspiration for many to chase their dreams and 
realize it. Their journey might not be like most of 
the ‘richest’ people in the world, but they are 
fascinating ‘rags-to-riches’ stories. 
If we have self-confidence we can do anything. 
Success is ability to go from failure to failure 
without losing your enthusiasm.Yet, it is hard to 
imagine that the rich and famous of today had at 
one time gone through an endless struggle and 
lived in rags. The list of such personalities is 
endless; . Example– A.P.J Abdul Kalaam, Narayan 
Murthy, Dhirubhai Ambani, Indra Nooyi, 
Rajnikant, Sushil Kumar etc. So, we can say our 
BPL students are also capable of doing better than 
the APL students and capable to become the 
successful person. 
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